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Overview
In November of 2009,
heavy rains from TS
Ida and Low Pressure
System 96E triggered
extensive flooding and
landslides
in
El
Salvador.
Numerous
government agencies including the National
Territorial Studies Service (SNET) / Ministry of the
Environment (MARN) and the Civil Protection
agency relied heavily on space-based data to
meet monitoring, warning, response, and recovery
needs. This case study evaluates how spacebased resources and derived products were
acquired, generated, disseminated and used, in
the disaster management and public policy cycles.
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Key Findings
At the request of SNET/MARN, the Water Center
for the Humid Tropics of Latin America and the
Caribbean (CATHALAC) leveraged the Regional
Visualization and Monitoring System (SERVIR) to
acquire satellite images from organizations and
initiatives across the globe. These were rapidly
analyzed to locate floods, landslides and their
impacts on infrastructure and populations.
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24 value-added products were created using
space data during and after the disaster, example:
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Impacts
Immediately, this space system
support complemented field
reconnaissance for damage
assessments,
raised
risk
awareness and highlighted the
need
for
institutional
strengthening within MARN.
Longer term impacts are
evident in the ongoing recovery
and mitigation, particularly by
showing that previous hazard
zones need to be redrawn.
Communities in high risk areas
are being relocated, and
monitoring systems are being
strengthened.

Explanation
By evaluating how space activities contribute to
international disaster management and public
policy, this research is pertinent to the AAS’s
dedication to advancing space activities.
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